REMOTE TO OSAN
Since you are reading this I assume the Air Force is sending you to Osan AB, Korea.  I had a million questions about going remote to Korea and it was hard to get the info I was looking for over email.  It is especially tough to get answers to your questions because your sponsor or the guy you are emailing is usually the guy you are replacing or someone who has been there a while and forgets all the details and lessons learned from his move.  Hopefully this paper will help.  I made it right after I got to Korea while everything was fresh in my cranium and updated it as I learned more. Basically, I was bored in my dorm room with no TV or phone and decided to make it better for the next guy.  I tried to include in here everything I had questions on and things no one ever thought to tell me but would have been nice to know.
If you are doing an unaccompanied remote, chances are you will be placed on base in the dormitories.  This can change, depending on the occupancy rate, especially with the Army moving down from Seoul so check with your sponsor.  If there is no room in the dorms, you will be placed in an apartment in Song Tan (the town right outside the gate.)   Section II covers the dorm stuff.
If you are doing a two year accompanied, you will most likely be in family housing on base at Mustang Valley which are like apartments.  I don’t know much about the family housing so have your sponsor hook you up with someone who is on an accompanied tour.  

If you are doing an unaccompanied tour and bringing your family you will have to get a place off base.  You can easily find a place off base once you get here.  A lot of people bring their families here non-command sponsored.  Some bring their kids but I don’t have any of those so this paper will not answer any questions on that.  Again, have your sponsor find someone with kids here.  Section III covers the off base living but you will most likely be given a dorm room and will live there until you get a place so Section II would be good to read.
Section I: The Move


You have probably heard a bunch of bad things about a remote in Korea.  I can only speak for Osan since that is where I am stationed, but it aint that bad.  This definitely isn’t some third world nation swimming in human waste, but of course, it’s not America either.  I don’t think this is a bad place at all to spend a year, especially if you are single or bring your family - and it is a great place to bring your family.  Either way, there are a lot of fun things to do and see.  If you are a flyer and you’ll be on a staff you’ll miss that, of course.  But everybody does their time.

There are two ways to ship your household goods.  The fastest is by air, but the weight amount you are allowed to ship is low.  The other way is by cargo ship.  This allows you the greatest weight allowance but takes over 2 months.  TMO can tell you what your weight allowance is.  If you will be living in the dorms, you should be able to ship everything by air.  If you plan on living off base, I recommend using the slow boat since you will probably ship a few items of furniture.  By the way, once your shipment is gone, if there are any more items you think you need to send, you can mail them to yourself.  Your sponsor should have a PSC Box set up for you well in advance.  He will need your orders to set this up, so fax him a copy as soon as you get them.  Anything you mail to yourself is reimbursable once you get here as long as it isn’t over your weight limit.  I’m not sure how to determine what your stuff will weight before you ship it, but I’ve never heard of anyone going over their limit so I’m not sure what the deal is.  Packages sent routine can take over two months to arrive.  Sending priority usually takes 1-2 weeks and is reimbursable.  

If you plan on doing any traveling here to foreign countries you may want to consider getting a passport before you leave.  A lot of people here take trips to China, Thailand, Australia, Japan and other places.  You can also get a passport and visa here, but you will have to travel to Seoul to get it.  A Passport is not mandatory for you to travel, but it can cut down on some hassle.

Call the Turumi Lodge (Billeting) to reserve a room if your sponsor hasn’t done so for you.  This is a backup in case they don’t have a dorm room or apartment for you right away.  Before you leave, I suggest collecting every training document you have and bringing it over (SATE, anti-terrorism, etc.).  It will save you some time.

The trip over is long.  There are two ways to travel but TMO will book your tickets.  You will either fly commercial into Incheon International (Seoul) or you will take the freedom bird right into Osan.  If you come over commercial you will either be met by your sponsor or have to take the shuttle to base.  I didn’t go this route so I’m not sure of the details.  

I think it is probably easier to take the freedom bird, but then you miss out on the free drinks on international flights.  If you take the freedom bird you will get off the plane and go into the terminal where you will be briefed by the SPs, fill out customs forms and then go through customs.  It is a painful process that can take anywhere from an hour to two or more.  Once you go through customs you will walk out with your bags and hopefully your sponsor is there waiting on you.


Your sponsor will then take you over to the Mustang Club where you will go through your initial in-processing.  Bring all your records with you.  Here you will turn in your medical, dental and MPF records.  You will keep your flight records and FEF and turn them in to the flight records shop.  They will make appointments for you to attend medical in-processing, newcomers’ orientation, equipment issue, finance in-processing, and chem. warfare class.  You will also probably be given your dorm room key and have an opportunity to change over your club membership.  Just a note on the in-processing appointments/ customer services units at Osan: they are very non-service oriented, inflexible and generally a pain in the ass.  The whole in-processing deal is eye poking.  After you are done at the Mustang club you can get settled in your room and go check out where you will be working.  I would try to stay up all day if you arrive in the morning.  You will be tired, but it will help you get acclimated quicker.
Section II: Dorm Living
When you show up you may be placed directly into your dorm so you will need to cancel your reservation at the Turumi Lodge.  The dorms are small but fairly nice.  They include a full kitchen (Stove/Oven, Refrigerator and Microwave) with a bar and stools to eat at.  They have a sitting room with a desk with a lamp, bookshelf, and TV stand (No TV), loveseat and chair and possibly a coffee table.  The bedroom has a full bed, nightstand with a lamp and dresser and a walk-in closet.  A set of sheets and blankets are provided.  Electricity in the dorms is the same as at home so you can plug in your appliances without any adaptors.  The dorms have laundry facilities, lounges with TVs, phone rooms and possibly a little cardio room.

You can walk to work, the gym, post office, BX, commissary, library, and most other facilities in about 5-10 minutes from the dorms.  You can get a base taxi within 2 minutes to go anywhere on base for $1.50.  You can buy a phone card here which will allow you to call the States for about 6 cents/minute.  A package deal is available on base for DSL internet, phone, and cable hookup.  There is a new BX which houses the Shoppette/Class Six, about 6 fast food places, and a bunch of other shops.
Pack enough uniforms and a jacket to wear until your shipment arrives.  Flight suits or BDUs are all you need.  Ship your blues and mess dress.  Bring as much seasonal clothes as you can pack.  Pack a couple of towels and washcloths.  You may be put straight into the dorms and these are not provided.  Pack an alarm clock and a phone if you want either when you arrive.  It may not be a bad idea to throw a roll of TP in your bag or you will have to make a trip to Shoppette before you use your bathroom if you are thrown right into the dorms.  
If you plan on living in the dorms the whole time you can ship your goods via air since you won’t have to bring any furniture.  If you are going to be moving off base, you may want to think about shipping your goods over on the slow boat since you probably will need to bring a few items of furniture and can ship more that way.    Although you can buy whatever you want through the BX, the following is a suggested list to send with the movers:
Kitchen:
Pots, pans, bake ware, cooking utensils

Plates, bowls, silverware

Toaster or toaster oven

Bottle opener, can opener, wine opener

Kitchen knives

Potholders, kitchen towels

Scissors
Ice trays

Trash can

Coffee maker
Bedroom:

Clothes hangers

Alarm clock
Laundry basket

Humidifier – It gets dry in the winter
Bathroom:

Small trash can

Bathroom rugs

Toothbrush holder

Towels / Washcloths
Living Room:

TV

VCR/DVD

Stereo equipment or radio
Computer

Phone
Other:

Bike

Golf Clubs

Skis

Softball mitt, tennis racket, etc.

There is a golf course on base.  I recommend bringing a bike.  It’s not necessary, but nice to get around on.  If you bring one, you have to register it with the SPs and will have to wear a helmet and reflective belt and you will need to get a headlight and taillight which you can do on base – you know the air force.  If you ski, there are ski slopes fairly close to Osan.
Section III: Off base Living

You have to be an E-7 or above to get a place in town.  There are some fairly nice apartments off base.  I was pleasantly surprised with the one I got.  They aren’t exactly up to American standards, but not too shabby.  You can get anything from a two to four bedroom apartment which run anywhere from $600-$1200 per month plus utilities.  You will probably pay in Won (Korean Monopoly Money).  The bedrooms and kitchen are usually pretty small with limited cabinet space.  I got a pretty nice three bedroom, one bath apartment for 800,000 Won/month which at the current exchange rate is about $785.00.  If you are unaccompanied and there is room for you in the dorms, your rent and utilities come out of your pocket until you can get approval to move off base.  If your wife or family is coming over, I cover the finance deal in section VI.
If you are placed in the dorms and you plan on living off base, you need to get your name on the off base waiting list as soon as you can.  You will also need to get a Form 13 signed by your commander for permission to move off base.  Blank leases are available at the housing office.  Although you do not have to use their house hunting services, you will need to keep up with their paperwork for moving off base.  There are off base agencies that can help you find an apartment as well.  You may be able to look at a greater number of apartments if you do this and they know what is approved by the base.  You will still have to coordinate with the housing office because they will have to inspect it before you move in.
When paying your rent, you almost always have to pay in cash.  That can be in Won or dollars.  It costs the Koreans about $20.00 every time they cash a check, so cash it is.  This is not a big deal, but you need to plan ahead.  Most people can only take $200.00 per day from the ATM (limited by their bank).  You may also cash checks for up to $500.00 per day at the O’Club.  As long as you don’t wait until the payment is due you’re OK.  Hopefully the dorms will be at 95% occupancy rate which means when you move off base you will get full BAH (discussed in sectionVI).
I would recommend shipping your stuff over on the slow boat for off base living since your weight allowance is much greater.  There are some additional items you will want to bring for apartment living.  If you send your goods over on the slow boat it will take two months so ship early.  The trick is figuring out what you can send since you won’t have access to it for 2 months on each the front and back ends of your remote.
All the electrical outlets in Korea run 220, although some apartments have been converted to 120 internally.  If you get a converted apartment, then all you need is outlet adapters, otherwise you will need to get some transformers which are not too expensive.  Sometimes these will come with the apartment.  It just sucks having them sitting around everywhere.  Bottom line is you can use your appliances without any problems.  You will need to buy an adapter for your phone jack as well.
Most Korean apartments come “furnished.”  This word is open to interpretation since most apartments are privately owned.  I’ve found that some come with a full or queen size bed.  Most will come with a sofa and chair and a kitchen table and chairs.  Some will have a refrigerator and oven and in other cases you will have to buy them.  Most do not come with a washer and dryer.  If you find an apartment you want without major appliances, you can usually buy them from someone on their way out.  I would ship your own bed regardless, but that’s me.  Koreans haven’t caught on to the whole closet phenomena yet.  Some apartments will have large wardrobe units, but there is no guarantee.  You can always buy a pretty cheap piece of furniture from the BX if you need to.  

Once you get your apartment you will need to set your TV, phone, and internet.  They have DSL and cable off base.  Cable TV is really cheap, but you only get 3 or 4 channels in English.  Satellite TV is your only option if you want more than 3 or 4 channels or you speak Korean.  You can probably get a dish from somebody leaving.  Ovens and water heaters are gas.  Electricity is really expensive here, but the only time it becomes a problem is during the summer when running the air conditioner.
Commuting to work is not much of a problem from off base.  If you have to walk, even the farthest place is about a 45 minute walk (30 minutes to the main gate and another 15 on base).  Most guys ride bikes or drive in.  Unless the weather is really bad, the bike is a great way to go.  Nonetheless, having a car is very nice, especially for taking some trips to Seoul, going skiing or just to get away.  I discuss the car in Section IV.

In addition to bringing everything listed in Section II, I recommend bringing the following items for off base living:

Microwave

Bed & frame
Nightstand

Lamp – But you can always get a cheap one here that runs on 220
Fan

TV Stand
Throw rugs / Area Rugs
Your favorite chair – Sometimes the furniture in the apartments isn’t comfortable as you would like
Coffee Table

Section IV: Buying a Vehicle

Having a vehicle while you’re here can be nice, especially to do a little traveling around the country.  If you are living in the dorms a vehicle is by no means a necessity.  I know a bunch of guys who never get a vehicle the whole time they are here.  You can also rent a nice car on base for $30.00 - $40.00 per day through Avis.  If you’re living off base, it is a different story.  You can get by without one, but it makes life a whole lot easier if you have a car.  You must be an E-7 or above to have a car at Osan.  Before you can drive, you must call and schedule (up to a week in advance) the written driver’s test.  It isn’t tough but I recommend reading the book which you can probably find in your squadron.  This shouldn’t take more than ½ hour.

You can either ship your vehicle here or buy one when you get here.  If your car is newer than five years old, I probably wouldn’t bring it.  On base driving is pretty much like the States, but off base is another story.  The streets in the towns are extremely narrow and the highways can be pretty congested.  The average Korean driver is not afraid to cut you off or pull out in front of you.  You definitely would have trouble with a large vehicle such as a full size pick-up or Suburban.  It doesn’t seem like there are too many accidents, but you can expect some dings and scratches.  If you have an older, but reliable car then I would say to bring it.  Word of caution: it can be difficult to get work done to American cars off base.


If you bring your car over you will be given 30 tags when you pick it up.  You then need to get it inspected at the gas station on base, get tags for it and then register it on base.  You have to register it at the Doolittle Gate.  Just ask someone where it is.  Don’t forget to let your insurance company know you are shipping your vehicle to Korea.


Another option, which is pretty popular, is to buy a lemon when you get here.  You can usually get one for under $1000.00 from someone who is leaving or from a source off base.  It may possibly be the same person who can get you an apartment. By the way, you will need to pay for your car in cash too.   I think in the States we call these people the Mafia.  Anyway, I’ve never heard of anyone having any problems with these Koreans off base.  They are very honest and reliable.  The benefit of buying a lemon when you get here is you don’t care if they get scratched or dinged and they are easy to get cheap maintenance on them.  The down side is, it’s not as reliable as you new BMW and you have to make sure you sell it before you leave which is usually not a problem.  But if you can’t get it sold you may have to pay a little to have it taken away.

First you need to find the car you want to buy.  You will need to get the VIN, make, model and year and call your insurance company with it.  USAA has really cheap rates for the beaters.  You can then take it to the Doolittle Gate to get a one day pass (you will need your insurance and the registration).  You then need to take the vehicle to the gas station to be inspected, go to Pass & ID to get a paper stamped.  This paper is needed to get your permanent tags.  The base only does the permanent tags on Wednesday and Thursday.  On other days, you can go to Pyong Taek.  The registration will cost another $20.00.  If you go through someone in town, they may go get your plate from Pyong Taek for you which is kind of nice.  Also, these guys will usually fix anything free of charge if the car fails inspection, except for the emissions.  In that case they will find you another car.  Pass and I.D have all the instructions for these procedures, so stop by there and pick them up.
Section V: Bringing over the Frau

Passports and Visas
If you are going over command sponsored, the office of Outbound Assignments at your Family Support Center will do all of the paperwork necessary for your spouse to receive her passport and the military will pay for it.  They also will help you get the visa if she plans to stay longer than 30 days in Korea.  

If you are going non-command sponsored, your wife can still visit the same office to get the forms and addresses that are needed, but she will have to do the work herself and you are responsible for the fees.  

The passport process requires a copy of her driver’s license, marriage license, expired passport and a fee of about $55.00.  The turnaround time on this is from 4-6 weeks.  

After you have received the updated passport, you need to send the passport, copy of your orders, front and back copies of both yours and your spouse’s military IDs and the visa application to the Embassy of Korea.  You will also have to enclose a certified self addressed envelope for them to return your passport with visa.  This only takes about 1 week, but I have heard that it can take up to 6 weeks to receive your visa, so be proactive and start early.  The fee for the visa is $45.00, but in some cases, they will not charge you even if you are non command sponsored.  Make sure that you send all of this information via certified mail so you can track it.

Plane tickets

Start looking a few months out for the best deal on tickets to Korea.  Your wife will most likely be flying into Incheon International Airport, which is right outside of Seoul.  It would be helpful to contact your sponsor to see if he can find a better deal through a travel agency at Osan, like Bohram Travel.  You can probably purchase a ticket with an open-ended return for under $1000.00. 

DEERS/Tricare


If your wife’s military ID is up to date and will not expire while you are at Osan, you do not need to do anything.  If it is going to expire, you will have to visit MPF to update your ID.


To change your address at Tricare, you will need to visit the hospital on base to fill out a new form.  All you need is your spouse’s military ID and a copy of your orders to show them.  It will be processed into their system within 48 hours, but she may not receive her new card for about 45 days.  

BIDS


BIDS is a system that Osan uses for times of heightened security or if you or your spouse should forget/lose your military ID and have to reenter the gates.  They use your fingerprints to allow you into the base.  To get processed through BIDS, have your spouse go to the MPF building armed with her military ID and a copy of your orders.  They will ask her to place your right index finger on a pad for printing, then her right thumb.  That’s it!  Once your wife gets here, she can drive for up to 30 days before she will need to have her license.  She can go through the family support center to schedule this.  They will also schedule her for a mandatory briefing before she takes the test.

Section VI: Finance
Under Construction
